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Abstract

This review paper delves into how Mahatma Gandhi’s tours played a crucial role in shaping
Indian nationalism during the freedom movement, particularly in the Andhra region from
1920 to 1947. While there’s been a lot of focus on Indian nationalism from ideological,
political, and economic angles, the spatial and mobilizational aspects of Gandhi’s physical
presence across different areas haven’t received as much attention. This paper brings together
existing historical research to assess how Gandhi’s travels served as powerful tools for mass
mobilization, moral persuasion, and political unity. It contends that Gandhi’s tours were more
than just symbolic gestures; they were strategic moves that localized the national movement,
connected various social groups, and transformed nationalism from an elite conversation into
a collective experience for the masses.
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1. Introduction

Indian nationalism emerged as one of the most significant anti-colonial movements of the
twentieth century (Chandra et al., 1989; Desai, 1948). It developed gradually as a response to
British political control, economic exploitation, racial discrimination, and cultural
interference (Chandra, 1979). . The early leadership of the Indian National Congress
concentrated on constitutional reforms and administrative representation. However, the
movement primarily attracted educated elites until Mahatma Gandhi arrived in 1915. (Brown,
1989).

Gandhi revolutionized Indian nationalism by promoting mass participation rooted in truth
(Satya), non-violence (Ahimsa), and Satyagraha (Gandhi, 1909). Unlike his predecessors, he
aimed to include peasants, workers, women, and marginalized communities in the political
fight (Brown, 1977). His extensive travels across India—including Andhra—were vital in
making the national movement more relatable and turning abstract political concepts into
real-life experiences. (Chandra et al., 1989).

Historians like Bipan Chandra argue that Gandhi transformed nationalism into a widespread
anti-imperialist movement, while Judith M. Brown highlights the moral authority he infused
into politics. The examination of Gandhi's tours, therefore, offers a crucial perspective on
how Indian nationalism became more democratic. (Chandra et al., 1989)

888
Volume 13 Issue 03 July - September 2025 www.ijrt.org


http://www.ijrt.org/

International Journal of Research and Technology (IJRT)

International Open-Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Online Journal

ISSN (Print): 2321-7510 | ISSN (Online): 2321-7529

| An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal |

2. Conceptual Framework: Nationalism and Anti-Colonial Consciousness

Nationalism is more than just a set of beliefs; it’s a deep emotional connection that people

feel towards their nation. Hans Kohn describes nationalism as a “state of mind” where

individuals pledge their utmost loyalty to the nation-state. (Kohn, 1944). Benedict Anderson

takes it a step further, viewing the nation as an “imagined political community” that comes to

life through shared experiences and communication. (Anderson, 1983).

In colonial societies, nationalism took on a different shape compared to Europe. It was

largely anti-imperialist, focusing on liberation rather than simply consolidating state power.

(Chandra, 1979). Indian nationalism, for instance, emerged from a mix of influences:

e A critical look at colonial exploitation (like Dadabhai Naoroji’s Drain Theory) Chandra et
al., 1989)

e Socio-religious reform movements (Desai, 1948)

e The impact of Western education and print culture (Anderson, 1983)

e Political mobilization through the Congress (Chandra et al., 1989).

A.R. Desai sees Indian nationalism as a response to the structural changes brought about by

colonial capitalism, which led to the rise of new social classes and a heightened political

awareness. (Desai, 1948) On the other hand, Bipan Chandra suggests that Indian nationalism

developed in stages, ultimately reaching a peak with Gandhian mass mobilization. (Chandra,

1979; Chandra et al., 1989).

Gandhi’s leadership transformed nationalism by merging ethical principles with political

activism. (Gandhi, 1909) His travels served as a means to spread nationalist ideas, weaving

together regional struggles into a larger anti-colonial narrative. (Brown, 1977).

3. Gandhian Tours as Instruments of Mass Mobilization

One of the most striking aspects of Gandhian nationalism was its focus on connecting directly

with the people. Gandhi firmly believed that Swaraj, or self-rule, could only be realized

through the active involvement of everyday individuals. (Gandhi, 1909). His journeys

through villages and towns had several key objectives:

e Educating the public through meetings and speeches (Brown, 1977)

e Promoting khadi and the Swadeshi movement (Gandhi, 1941)

e Mobilizing support for the Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, and Quit India
movements (Chandra et al., 1989)

e Raising funds and strengthening the Congress network (Brown, 1977)

e Advocating for the elimination of untouchability and fostering communal harmony
(Gandhi, 1941)

Judith M. Brown points out that Gandhi’s tours played a crucial role in transforming the

Congress into a mass organization by setting up local committees and volunteer networks.

(Brown, 1977) Romain Rolland described Gandhi’s approach as a form of moral

mobilization, driven by personal example and symbolic actions.

In areas like Andhra, Gandhi’s visits invigorated local leaders and encouraged greater

participation from peasants and women. His physical presence helped connect national ideas
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with local activism. Bipan Chandra highlights that Gandhian mobilization democratized
nationalism, giving it a remarkable social depth.

Therefore, Gandhi’s tours were not just symbolic gestures; they were strategic political
moves that bolstered grassroots nationalism and propelled the anti-colonial movement
forward.

4. Constructive Programme and Social Transformation

One of the standout features of Gandhian nationalism was how it blended political struggle
with social reform, a concept Gandhi referred to as the “Constructive Programme.” (Gandhi,
1941) For Mahatma Gandhi, Swaraj, or self-rule, wasn’t just about breaking free from British
control; it also meant a moral, social, and economic revival of Indian society. (Gandhi, 1909).
The Constructive Programme included:

Promoting khadi and village industries (Gandhi, 1941)

Eradicating untouchability ( Eradicating untouchability (Gandhi, 1941)

Fostering Hindu—Muslim unity Fostering Hindu—Muslim unity (Brown, 1989)

Advocating for prohibition

Providing basic education (Nai Talim)

Enhancing rural sanitation and upliftment

Advocating for prohibition (Gandhi, 1941)

Gandhi firmly believed that without internal reform, political freedom would be meaningless.
In his work, Constructive Programme: Its Meaning and Place, he argued that engaging in
constructive work was essential for preparing the nation for responsible self-governance.(
Gandhi, 1941).

Historians like Bipan Chandra highlight that this constructive work kept the nationalist spirit
alive, even during tough times of political oppression. (Chandra et al., 1989).A.R. Desai
views Gandhi’s focus on rural issues as a direct response to the economic exploitation by
colonial powers and the decline of village industries. (Desai, 1948).

Through his travels, Gandhi actively promoted khadi as a symbol of economic resistance and
national unity. The spinning wheel, or charkha, became a powerful emblem of participation in
the nationalist movement. (Chandra, 1979) In this way, constructive work served as both a
means of social reform and a political strategy, bolstering grassroots nationalism.

5. Regional Impact of Gandhian Tours: The Andhra Experience

The regional aspect of Gandhian nationalism really shows how national ideas were made
personal and local. (Chandra et al., 1989). Between 1920 and 1947, during his visits to
Andhra (which was part of the Madras Presidency back then), Gandhi brought together a
variety of social groups—peasants, students, women, merchants, and local leaders. (Brown,
1977).

His tours had a few major impacts:
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5.1 Political Awakening

His public meetings and speeches sparked political awareness in rural areas. National issues
like the boycott of foreign cloth and civil disobedience were turned into local actions.
(Chandra et al., 1989).

5.2 Inclusion of Marginalized Groups

Women got involved in picketing liquor shops and spinning khadi. Lower caste communities
were encouraged to step into the mainstream nationalist movement. Gandhi’s fight against
untouchability really struck a chord in many districts of Andhra. (Brown, 1989).

5.3 Strengthening Congress Organization

Gandhi’s presence gave a boost to district Congress committees and volunteer networks.
(Brown, 1977).Local leaders found moral support and direction through his visits.

Judith M. Brown points out that Gandhi’s brilliance was in linking national politics with the
everyday lives of people. (Brown, 1989).Similarly, Bipan Chandra notes that Gandhian
mobilization turned nationalism into a grassroots movement that deeply reached rural India.
(Chandra, 1979; Chandra et al., 1989).

In Andhra, just like in other areas, Gandhi’s tours connected national ideology with local
activism. They created emotional bonds and strengthened the anti-colonial struggle right at
the grassroots level. (Chandra et al., 1989)

6. Historiographical Debates on Gandhian Nationalism

The impact of Gandhi on Indian nationalism has sparked quite a bit of debate among
historians. Bipan Chandra and other nationalist historians see Gandhi as the mastermind
behind mass nationalism, claiming he democratized the freedom struggle and provided
strong, unified leadership (Chandra et al., 1989). They believe he broadened the movement's
social base and wove together its economic, political, and moral aspects. (Chandra, 1979).

On the flip side, R.C. Majumdar takes a more cautious stance. He argues that nationalism was
already well-developed before Gandhi came onto the scene and that sometimes his methods
held back revolutionary progress. (Majumdar, 1962).

Marxist historian A.R. Desai places Gandhian nationalism within the larger context of socio-
economic changes, suggesting it mirrored class dynamics influenced by colonial capitalism.
Meanwhile, (Desai, 1948) Judith M. Brown highlights Gandhi’s moral authority and political
savvy, pointing out how he managed to balance his ethical ideals with practical negotiations.
(Brown, 1977; Brown, 1989).

Despite their differing views, most scholars agree that Gandhi’s travels and techniques
significantly changed the nature of Indian nationalism. (Chandra et al., 1989)His leadership
turned what was primarily an elite political movement into a disciplined mass struggle that
resonated on a global scale.

7. Gandhian Movements and the Intensification of Nationalism

To truly grasp the success of Gandhian tours, we need to look at them in the context of the
major mass movements that followed. (Chandra et al., 1989).Gandhi’s journeys often served
as the groundwork for nationwide campaigns that ramped up anti-colonial resistance. Under

Mahatma Gandhi's leadership, the Indian national movement saw an unprecedented level of
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participation through three significant struggles: the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-22),
the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34), and the Quit India Movement (1942).
(Chandra et al., 1989).

The Non-Cooperation Movement was the first time Satyagraha was applied on such a large
scale across the nation. It involved boycotting foreign goods, government schools, law courts,
and even titles. As noted in India’s Struggle for Independence, this movement transformed
the Congress from a middle-class organization into a mass political force. (Chandra et al.,
1989).

The Civil Disobedience Movement, which kicked off with the Salt Satyagraha, showcased
Gandhi’s knack for using symbolic issues to rally the masses. (Brown, 1977). Breaking the
salt law was a bold challenge to colonial authority and struck a chord with both rural and
urban communities. Judith M. Brown points out that the Salt March was not just a political
maneuver but also a powerful public spectacle that captured international attention. (Brown,
1977).

The Quit India Movement of 1942 marked the peak of mass nationalism. Although it was
characterized by repression and occasional violence, it reflected a deep-seated public
frustration with colonial rule. Historians suggest that by this time, nationalist sentiments had
thoroughly permeated Indian society. (Chandra et al., 1989).

In essence, Gandhian movements, bolstered by his tours, played a crucial role in heightening
political awareness and propelling the push for independence.

8. Ethical Politics and the Moral Legitimacy of the Freedom Struggle

One of the standout aspects of Gandhian nationalism was its strong ethical foundation.
Gandhi firmly believed that true political freedom had to be anchored in moral discipline. His
ideas of Satya (truth), Ahimsa (non-violence), and Satyagraha formed the backbone of his
resistance philosophy. (Gandhi, 1909).

In his work Hind Swaraj, Gandhi took a critical look at modern industrial civilization,
arguing that genuine Swaraj could only come from moral regeneration. (Gandhi, 1909). He
was against violent revolutions, insisting that violence taints both the oppressor and the
oppressed. (Brown, 1989).

Romain Rolland characterized Gandhi as a moral revolutionary who transformed hatred into
disciplined resistance. Rolland, 1924) similarly, the book Gandhi: Prisoner of Hope
showcases how Gandhi skillfully blended ethical idealism with political pragmatism.

The moral aspect of Gandhian politics led to several important outcomes:

It granted the movement international credibility. (Brown, 1989).

It garnered global sympathy and support. (Rolland, 1924).

It brought together diverse communities under common ethical values. (Chandra, 1979).

It curbed revolutionary violence and upheld discipline. (Gandhi, 1909).

Even critics, like those in the History of the Freedom Movement in India, recognize that
Gandhi’s ethical appeal bolstered the moral standing of the nationalist cause, although they
do question the long-term effectiveness of some of his strategies.
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Thus, Gandhian tours were not just political rallies; they were moral missions that
transformed the very essence of resistance.

9. Limitations and Critiques of Gandhian Nationalism

Despite its significant impact, Gandhian nationalism has faced criticism from various
ideological viewpoints.

For instance, the Marxist historian in "Social Background of Indian Nationalism" argues that
Gandhian movements were more about class compromises than a true challenge to economic
systems. (Desai, 1948) From this angle, while Gandhian nationalism did rally the masses, it
still operated under bourgeois leadership. (Desai, 1948)

Revolutionary nationalists took issue with Gandhi’s decision to halt movements, particularly
after the Chauri Chaura incident in 1922, claiming it dampened the revolutionary spirit.
(Chandra et al., 1989) Additionally, some scholars believe that Gandhi's strong focus on non-
violence limited the more radical aspects of the freedom struggle. (Majumdar, 1962).

R.C. Majumdar raised questions about whether Gandhi's leadership was the key factor in
achieving independence, suggesting instead that the broader context of global political shifts,
World War II, and economic pressures on Britain played a crucial role. (Majumdar)
Moreover, discussions continue around Gandhi’s stance on communal harmony and the
eventual Partition of India. (Brown, 1977) Although Gandhi consistently pushed for Hindu—
Muslim unity, communal tensions escalated during the 1940s. (Brown, 1989; Chandra et al.,
1989)

Yet, even those who critique him recognize that Gandhi’s legacy extends beyond political
achievements; he fundamentally transformed the moral and participatory nature of Indian
nationalism. His travels democratized political involvement and fostered a culture of
disciplined mass resistance. (Chandra, 1979).

10. Gandhian Tours and the Democratization of the Indian National Congress

One of the most important outcomes of Gandhi’s extensive travels was the significant
transformation of the Indian National Congress (Chandra et al., 1989). Prior to Gandhi taking
the helm, the Congress mainly operated as an annual meeting ground for urban elites
(Chandra et al., 1989). However, through his tours and outreach efforts, Mahatma Gandhi
restructured the Congress into a political organization that truly represented the masses
(Brown, 1977).

The Nagpur Session of 1920 was a pivotal moment, as it introduced a linguistic
reorganization of provincial committees and made membership more accessible through
nominal fees (Chandra et al., 1989). This shift towards democratization opened the doors for
peasants, workers, and small traders to actively engage in the political process. As noted in
India’s Struggle for Independence, the membership of the Congress surged during the Non-
Cooperation Movement, showcasing its evolution into a grassroots institution (Chandra et al.,
1989).

Judith M. Brown points out that Gandhi’s travels fostered decentralized leadership by
empowering district and village-level committees (Brown, 1977). These local units became

crucial for organizing boycotts, protests, and constructive initiatives.
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In essence, Gandhi’s tours played a vital role in establishing mass politics and transforming
the Congress into a national movement with strong roots in rural communities (Chandra,
1979).

11. Economic Nationalism and the Swadeshi Ethos

Gandhi’s tours played a crucial role in promoting economic self-reliance as a key aspect of
nationalism (Gandhi, 1909). While earlier leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji had already voiced
critiques of colonial exploitation, Gandhi took the concept of economic nationalism and made
it a part of daily life (Chandra et al., 1989).

Through his campaigns for khadi, the boycott of foreign cloth, and the revival of village
industries, Gandhi connected the dots between political independence and economic freedom
(Gandhi, 1941). In his work Hind Swaraj, he took a stand against industrial capitalism,
advocating for decentralized village economies as the bedrock of Swaraj (Gandhi, 1909).
A.R. Desai views Gandhian economic thought as a response to colonial capitalism, although
he does point out its tendency to romanticize rural life (Desai, 1948). On the other hand,
Bipan Chandra suggests that Swadeshi served as both an economic strategy and a
psychological tool against colonial rule (Chandra, 1979).

During his tours, Gandhi promoted spinning as a form of resistance (Gandhi, 1941). The
charkha emerged as a powerful symbol, embodying the dignity of labor and the spirit of
collective sacrifice (Chandra, 1979). In this way, economic nationalism not only bolstered
political mobilization but also deepened nationalist awareness across various regions.

During his tours, Gandhi promoted spinning as a form of resistance. The charkha emerged as
a powerful symbol, embodying the dignity of labor and the spirit of collective sacrifice. In
this way, economic nationalism not only bolstered political mobilization but also deepened
nationalist awareness across various regions.

12. Gandhian Nationalism in Comparative Perspective

Gandhian nationalism holds a unique spot in the story of global anti-colonial movements
(Brown, 1989). Unlike many liberation efforts that turned to violence, Gandhi’s approach
focused on non-violent mass resistance and the power of moral persuasion (Gandhi, 1909).
Historians have drawn parallels between Gandhi’s methods and other contemporary struggles
in Asia and Africa (Brown, 1977). Judith M. Brown points out that Gandhi’s strategy blended
ethical idealism with practical mass mobilization, creating a rare combination that’s not often
found in other colonial situations (Brown, 1989).

Romain Rolland saw Gandhi as a moral beacon on the world stage, whose methods went
beyond national borders (Rolland, 1924). Many civil rights leaders around the globe later
found inspiration in Gandhi’s principles of non-violence and civil disobedience (Brown,
1989).

That said, there’s an ongoing debate among scholars about whether Gandhian methods were
particularly suited to India’s socio-political landscape (Majumdar, 1962). Some critics argue
that the success of non-violent nationalism was also shaped by colonial constitutional
frameworks, British liberal traditions, and shifts in global geopolitics (Majumdar, 1962).
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Still, Gandhi’s tours were crucial in bringing this distinctive nationalist model to life
(Chandra et al., 1989). By engaging directly with communities, he made sure that ethical
principles were woven into the fabric of grassroots political action (Brown, 1977). Still,
Gandhi’s tours were crucial in bringing this distinctive nationalist model to life. By engaging
directly with communities, he made sure that ethical principles were woven into the fabric of
grassroots political action.

13. Regional Case Integration: Andhra within the National Framework

The exploration of Gandhian tours takes on a deeper significance when we look at it through
the lens of regional experiences (Chandra et al., 1989). In Andhra, which was part of the
Madras Presidency back then, Mahatma Gandhi's visits served as pivotal moments that
connected local issues to the larger anti-colonial struggle spearheaded by the Indian National
Congress (Brown, 1977).

Gandhi's engagement with peasants, students, merchants, and reformers played a crucial role
in transforming national initiatives—like Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience, and
constructive work—into activism that was deeply rooted in local contexts (Chandra et al.,
1989).

Bipan Chandra points out that these regional movements were vital for the emergence of
Indian nationalism as a mass movement (Chandra, 1979). Judith M. Brown adds that
Gandhi's tours fostered a symbolic connection between national leaders and local
communities, enhancing emotional ties (Brown, 1989).

In Andhra, these tours did more than just spread ideas; they established a framework for
participation. Local leaders gained renewed credibility, and grassroots networks became more
organized and disciplined (Brown, 1977). In Andhra, these tours did more than just spread
ideas; they established a framework for participation. Local leaders gained renewed
credibility, and grassroots networks became more organized and disciplined.

14. Overall Findings of the Review

Based on the historiographical and thematic review presented above, several key findings
stand out:

Gandhi's tours reshaped Indian nationalism, turning it from an elite political conversation into
a movement that engaged the masses (Chandra et al., 1989).

In contrast to nationalism that is purely political or revolutionary, Gandhian nationalism wove
in moral principles—Ilike truth, non-violence, and self-discipline—into the fabric of political
struggle (Gandhi, 1909).

The reorganization of the Congress after 1920 enabled it to reach deeper into rural areas and
foster greater democratic participation (Chandra et al., 1989).

Constructive programs played a crucial role in maintaining nationalist awareness, even during
times of political oppression (Gandhi, 1941).

In areas such as Andhra, Gandhi's influence localized nationalism, embedding it emotionally
and socially within the community (Brown, 1977).
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A.R. Desai views these changes through the lens of structural social transformation under

colonial rule (Desai, 1948), while R.C. Majumdar emphasizes that larger global forces also

shaped the eventual path to independence (Majumdar, 1962).

Still, most scholars agree that Gandhi's tours were pivotal in deepening the mobilization and

moral authority of the freedom movement (Chandra, 1979; Brown, 1989)..

A.R. Desai views these changes through the lens of structural social transformation under

colonial rule, while R.C. Majumdar emphasizes that larger global forces also shaped the

eventual path to independence.

Still, most scholars agree that Gandhi's tours were pivotal in deepening the mobilization and

moral authority of the freedom movement.

15. Conclusion and Scope for Future Research

This review paper delves into the significant role that Gandhian tours played in shaping

Indian nationalism, with a particular focus on their regional influence and ability to mobilize

people (Chandra et al., 1989). The findings indicate that Gandhi’s tours were far from mere

side events; they were strategic moves that made nationalist politics more accessible,

bolstered grassroots organization, encouraged ethical forms of resistance, merged social

reform with political activism, and enhanced anti-colonial awareness (Gandhi, 1909; Brown,

1977).

By engaging directly with the public, Gandhi effectively connected the leadership with the

masses, bridging the gap between ideology and action, as well as national and regional goals

(Brown, 1989).

These investigations would enrich our understanding of how mass contact strategies played a

crucial role in shaping anti-colonial nationalism (Chandra, 1979).

In summary, Gandhian tours were a key factor in the evolution of Indian nationalism,

weaving together moral philosophy, political strategy, and grassroots involvement into a

powerful and historically significant movement (Chandra et al., 1989). In summary,

Gandhian tours were a key factor in the evolution of Indian nationalism, weaving together

moral philosophy, political strategy, and grassroots involvement into a powerful and

historically significant movement.
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