
                               International Journal of Research and Technology (IJRT) 

 International Open-Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Online Journal  

ISSN (Print): 2321-7510 | ISSN (Online): 2321-7529 

| An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal | 

1054 
Volume 14 Issue 01 January - March 2026 www.ijrt.org        

Beyond Tradition: Navigating the Marketplaces of Rural India for Hand 

Block Print Fabrics in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan 

Kripa S Sawlani 

Research Scholar, Department of Fashion Designing, Maharaja Agrasen Himalayan Garhwal 

University 

Dr. Asma Khan 

Assistant Professor, Department of Fashion Designing, Maharaja Agrasen Himalayan 

Garhwal University 

 

ABSTRACT 

This paper examines the contemporary market dynamics of hand-block print fabrics within 

the rural marketplaces of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan—regions historically 

renowned for their rich textile traditions. Employing a qualitative research framework, the 

study delves into the experiential narratives of artisans, discerns consumer behaviour through 

surveys, and analyses market trends to illuminate the intricate challenges and burgeoning 

opportunities that hand-block printing encounters in the present-day marketplace. The 

insights garnered reveal a complex interplay between sustaining traditional craftsmanship and 

navigating the economic tides of modernity. This paper contributes to the discourse on 

traditional crafts by shedding light on potential sustainable financial models that can aid in 

preserving cultural heritage while adapting to the evolving demands of global markets. In 

doing so, it underscores the need for strategies that support artisans in rural India, ensuring 

that the legacy of handblock print fabrics continues to flourish. 

Keywords: Hand block printing, Rural marketplaces, Market dynamics, Madhya Pradesh, 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Handblock printing in India is a craft and a living narrative of the nation's rich cultural 

tapestry. With roots dating back to the Indus Valley Civilization approximately 4000 years 

ago, handblock printing has been an integral part of India's artistic heritage (Pandey, 2022). 

This ancient technique, using carved wooden blocks to print on fabrics, has survived the test 

of time, evolving from a means of artistic expression into a significant economic activity for 

rural populations. 

The tradition of handblock printing is particularly prominent in the rural marketplaces of 

Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan, each region offering unique motifs and practices. 

For instance, Rajasthan's vivid and colourful art, including its renowned block prints, has 

contributed to the state's identity and supported its people's livelihood (Mogra, 2015). 

Similarly, the Bagh prints of Madhya Pradesh and the Ajrakh of Gujarat have garnered 

attention for their distinctive styles and the use of natural dyes (Chouhan, 2019). 

Despite its historical significance and continued popularity, handblock printing faces modern 

economic pressures. Industrialisation and the advent of digital technology have introduced 

new challenges and competition. The craft's reliance on skilled artisans and the physical 
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demands of the block printing process has made it vulnerable to the allure of mass production 

methods (Kamble et al., 2022). Furthermore, marketplaces in rural India are navigating the 

complexities of preserving traditional practices while adapting to global market trends, 

demanding a delicate balance between innovation and maintaining cultural authenticity 

(Tokas et al., 2022). 

This study seeks to explore the current relevance of hand block printing within these rural 

marketplaces, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of the craft's economic, 

cultural, and social significance. By examining the challenges artisans face, their adaptation 

strategies, and the roles played by various stakeholders, the research aims to identify 

pathways for sustainable economic models that support the artisans' livelihoods and preserve 

the invaluable cultural heritage that hand-block printing represents. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

1. To document the traditional handblock printing techniques and motifs in Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. 

2. To analyse the economic impact of handblock printing on rural marketplaces and artisan 

communities within these regions. 

3. To identify artisans' challenges in adapting traditional crafts to contemporary market 

demands. 

4. To explore sustainable economic models that support the preservation of hand-block 

printing as a cultural heritage. 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The transition of traditional crafts, including handblock printing, into the modern economy 

presents a unique blend of challenges and opportunities. As traditional crafts navigate the 

nuances of global market dynamics, they must adapt while striving to maintain their cultural 

essence and economic viability. 

Adaptation and Preservation of Traditional Crafts: 

Traditional crafts have demonstrated resilience and adaptability in changing economic 

landscapes. Chartrand (1989) notes that the perceived weaknesses of traditional arts and 

crafts in the industrial economy, such as limited production scale and labour-intensive 

processes, transform into strengths within the post-modern economy, where quality, 

uniqueness, and cultural significance gain prominence (Chartrand, 1989). Similarly, Jin 

(2022) emphasises the critical role of integrating traditional arts and crafts with modern 

design principles to revitalise these ancient practices for contemporary markets, highlighting 

strategies for enhancing their cultural and economic value (Jin, 2022). 

Challenges in Modern Market Integration: 

Despite these opportunities for integration and revitalisation, traditional crafts face significant 

challenges. Yue-don (2010) discusses the difficulties traditional arts and crafts encounter in 

adapting to modern society, stressing the importance of strategic approaches that combine 

artistic inheritance with development to expand market space (Yue-don, 2010). Chutia and 

Sarma (2016) further explore the transitional dynamics of traditional crafts in South and 

South East Asia, identifying commercialisation as a crucial but complex element in 
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maintaining the relevance of traditional crafts amidst evolving market demands (Chutia & 

Sarma, 2016). 

Commercialisation and Cultural Dilution: 

The push towards commercialisation, while economically beneficial, raises concerns about 

the potential dilution of cultural heritage. Pursuing broader market appeal often necessitates 

modifications to traditional practices, risking the erosion of the elements that define these 

crafts' cultural significance (Noworol et al., 2022). This delicate balance between commercial 

success and cultural preservation underscores the need for mindful approaches to 

modernising traditional crafts. 

Gaps in Literature: 

Despite the existing body of research, gaps remain in our understanding of integrating 

traditional crafts into modern market dynamics, particularly regarding the strategies that can 

effectively balance economic viability with the preservation of cultural heritage. Further 

investigation is required to explore the impact of digital marketplaces on traditional crafts and 

to identify sustainable models that support artisans in the face of globalisation and 

technological advancements. 

4. METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a qualitative research approach to investigate the market dynamics of 

hand-block print fabrics in rural marketplaces across Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and 

Rajasthan. Qualitative research methods, including interviews, market analysis, and surveys, 

were chosen for their ability to provide depth and context to the phenomena under study 

(Burnard, 1991; DiCicco-Bloom & Crabtree, 2006). 

Data Collection 

Interviews with Artisans: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with a sample size of 

70 artisans from the three regions. This method allows for flexibility in questioning, 

facilitating a deeper understanding of the artisans' experiences, perceptions, and challenges 

(DiCicco-Bloom & Crabtree, 2006). The interviews explored traditional practices, economic 

pressures, and adaptation strategies. 

Market Analysis: Market analysis involved observational visits to rural marketplaces and 

secondary data analysis regarding market trends and consumer behaviour. This approach 

provided insights into the current market demands, competition, and the positioning of 

handblock print fabrics within these markets (Gummesson, 2005). 

Surveys of Consumers and Retailers: Surveys were distributed to 200 consumers and 50 

retailers in rural marketplaces. The surveys aimed to gather quantitative data on purchasing 

behaviours, preferences, and awareness of hand block print fabrics, complementing the 

qualitative data from interviews and market analysis (Bryman, 2006). 

Data Analysis 

Data from interviews and surveys were transcribed and analysed using thematic analysis, a 

method for identifying, analysing, and reporting patterns within data (Braun & Clarke, 2006). 

NVivo, a qualitative data analysis software, was used to facilitate the organisation, coding, 

http://www.ijrt.org/


                               International Journal of Research and Technology (IJRT) 

 International Open-Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Online Journal  

ISSN (Print): 2321-7510 | ISSN (Online): 2321-7529 

| An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal | 

1057 
Volume 14 Issue 01 January - March 2026 www.ijrt.org        

and data analysis, ensuring a systematic approach to identifying themes and insights (Medley, 

2001). 

Ethical Considerations 

Ethical approval was obtained from the Institutional Review Board prior to the 

commencement of the study. Informed consent was obtained from all participants, ensuring 

confidentiality and the right to withdraw from the study. Ethical considerations also guided 

the respectful representation of cultural practices and artisan narratives in the analysis and 

reporting of findings. 

5. RESULTS 

Table 1: Artisan Profiles 

Region Total 

Respondents 

Average Years of 

Experience 

Average Monthly 

Income (Rs.) 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

30 12 15,000 

Gujarat 25 15 18,000 

Rajasthan 15 18 20,000 

The "Artisan Profiles" table provides a comprehensive overview of hand-block printing 

artisans in India's three major regions: Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Most 

respondents are from Madhya Pradesh, suggesting a larger accessible artisan community. 

Rajasthan artisans have the highest average years of experience (18 years), suggesting 

regional differences in craft mastery and potentially the transmission of traditional skills 

across generations. The economic benefits derived from hand block printing vary across the 

regions, with Rajasthan artisans earning the highest average monthly income (Rs. 20,000), 

followed by Gujarat (Rs. 18,000) and Madhya Pradesh (Rs. 15,000). This indicates a direct 

correlation between the artisans' years of experience and income levels, suggesting that 

expertise and skill level may significantly influence earning potential in this craft. The data 

highlights the importance of hand block printing as a source of livelihood and cultural 

expression in these regions but also points to disparities in income and experience levels 

among artisans, suggesting broader socio-economic and cultural dynamics within the 

traditional craft sector. The results discuss the need for targeted support and development 

initiatives to preserve these traditional practices and enhance the artisan communities' 

economic well-being. 
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Graph 1: Market Demand Over Time 

 
The "Market Demand Over Time for Hand Block Print Fabrics" graph shows a steady 

increase in demand for hand block print fabrics across Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and 

Rajasthan from 2013 to 2022. This suggests successfully expanding these crafts within local, 

national, and potentially international markets. Madhya Pradesh shows a significant increase 

in demand, possibly due to effective marketing strategies, increased artisans, or consumer 

appreciation for handblock prints. Gujarat's demand also increases steadily, possibly 

reflecting its robust infrastructure for craft promotion and reputation for textile crafts. 

Rajasthan follows a similar trend with a slightly less steep slope, suggesting market saturation 

or increased competition from other craft forms. The absence of significant peaks or troughs 

suggests that the market for hand-block print fabrics is growing gradually and possibly 

sustainably. The growth in demand might be influenced by a global trend favouring artisanal 

and ethically produced goods, reflecting a cultural shift towards sustainability and traditional 

craftsmanship. However, the graph does not account for challenges such as raw material 

costs, labour issues, or competition from cheaper, machine-made textiles. 

Table 2: Consumer Preferences 

Region Preferred 

Products 

Purchase 

Frequency 

Awareness of Craft 

Origin 

Madhya 

Pradesh 

Dupattas Monthly High 

Gujarat Ajrakh Suits Bi-monthly Moderate 

Rajasthan Bed Linens Quarterly Low 
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The "Consumer Preferences" table in India reveals consumers' preferences and awareness 

levels across three regions: Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. In Madhya Pradesh, 

consumers value the cultural significance of Dupattas and purchase them monthly. They are 

highly aware of the traditional hand-block printing process used in creating Dupattas, which 

could influence their frequent purchasing decisions. In Gujarat, consumers prefer Ajrakh 

Suits, which are purchased bi-monthly. Moderate awareness of the craft's origin suggests that 

design, utility, or fashion trends may drive demand. The bi-monthly purchase frequency 

suggests a steady but less frequent buying pattern than in Madhya Pradesh. In Rajasthan, 

consumers prefer Bed Linens, purchasing them quarterly. The low awareness of craft origin 

suggests that buying hand-block print bed linens may be influenced more by aesthetics, price, 

or utility rather than cultural or traditional value. These insights could be valuable for artisans 

and marketers in tailoring their products and marketing strategies to meet consumers' specific 

needs and preferences in each region, enhancing the marketability of hand-block print fabrics. 

Graph 2: Price Trends 

 
The bar graph shows average price trends for hand block print fabrics in Madhya Pradesh, 

Gujarat, and Rajasthan rural marketplaces from 2013 to 2022. The data indicates price 

fluctuations, suggesting market variability due to changes in supply costs, demand, or both. 

Regional variations are evident, with Gujarat showing the highest prices, followed by 

Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. Notable trends include an increase in average prices in 

Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan from 2021 to 2022, while Gujarat shows a sharp increase in 

2022, indicating a possible surge in demand or a decrease in supply. Potential influences 

include new artisans, new designs, changes in raw material costs, or external economic 

factors like inflation or tourism trends. The varying prices may impact artisans' income and 

market competitiveness, with sudden increases suggesting a favourable market, while 
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decreases could indicate challenges such as competition from cheaper alternatives. Additional 

qualitative data, such as consumer preferences, online sales platforms, and the broader 

economic environment, is needed to understand these trends fully. 

Challenges and Opportunities 

Figure 1: Artisan Challenges and Opportunities 

 
The SWOT analysis offers a strategic framework for understanding the internal and external 

factors affecting artisans specialising in traditional crafts, such as handblock printing. 

Strengths include unique products, high skill levels, and a rich cultural heritage, which can 

command premium pricing and appeal to niche markets and tourists. However, weaknesses 

include low education levels among artisans, lack of modern infrastructure, and limited 

market access. Opportunities include growing global interest in sustainable and ethnic crafts, 

digital marketplaces, government and NGO support, favourable policies, financial aid, and 

training programs. Threats include the loss of traditional skills due to modernisation, 

dwindling natural resources, and competition from mass-produced goods. To preserve and 

promote traditional crafts, stakeholders should address weaknesses and threats by 

strengthening education and business training, improving infrastructure, and creating better 

http://www.ijrt.org/


                               International Journal of Research and Technology (IJRT) 

 International Open-Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Online Journal  

ISSN (Print): 2321-7510 | ISSN (Online): 2321-7529 

| An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal | 

1061 
Volume 14 Issue 01 January - March 2026 www.ijrt.org        

market access. This will help capitalise on inherent strengths and emerging opportunities 

while mitigating weaknesses and threats. 

6. DISCUSSION 

The results reveal significant insights into the hand-block printing industry across Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Artisan profiles indicate a wide range of experience levels 

and specialisations, with income levels reflecting the economic impact of their craft. Market 

demand trends suggest a growing interest in hand-block print fabrics, with regional variations 

in consumer preferences highlighting the importance of market-specific strategies. Price 

trends over the past decade indicate an increasing valuation of handblock print fabrics, 

suggesting both a recognition of the craft's cultural value and potential challenges related to 

affordability and market access. 

7. FINDINGS OF THIS STUDY 

The findings of this study underscore the multifaceted role of hand block printing in the rural 

economies of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, and Rajasthan. Through qualitative analysis, it is 

evident that hand-block printing contributes to the economic sustenance of artisan 

communities and plays a crucial role in preserving regional cultural heritage. The discussion 

delves into various aspects illuminated by the research, offering insights into the broader 

implications for the craft's future. 

Economic Viability and Cultural Preservation 

The economic viability of hand-block printing is closely tied to its cultural significance. As 

reflected in the profiles, artisans' incomes highlight the financial challenges of maintaining 

traditional crafts. Despite these challenges, the enduring demand for hand-block print fabrics, 

particularly in regions with a strong cultural affinity for these products, suggests a sustainable 

market base. However, the need for broader market access and fair pricing structures is 

critical to enhancing the economic viability of this craft. 

The preservation of cultural heritage through hand-block printing emerges as a significant 

theme. Each region's unique motifs and techniques represent more than artistic expression; 

they are repositories of historical narratives and cultural values. As such, the continuation of 

hand-block printing is inseparable from efforts to sustain the cultural identity of rural 

communities. 

Role of Rural Marketplaces 

Rural marketplaces serve as vital nodes in the ecosystem of handblock printing, facilitating 

the exchange between artisans and consumers. These spaces are commercial venues and 

cultural hubs where the craft's value is recognised and celebrated. The study's findings on 

consumer preferences and price trends highlight the importance of rural marketplaces in 

accommodating and promoting traditional crafts within local economies. Furthermore, these 

marketplaces offer potential for artisan empowerment through direct engagement with 

consumers, enabling artisans to gain insights into consumer preferences and market trends. 

Globalisation and Digital Marketplaces 

Globalisation and the advent of digital marketplaces present challenges and opportunities for 

handblock printing. On the one hand, global market access introduces the craft to a broader 
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audience, potentially expanding the consumer base and enhancing economic returns for 

artisans. On the other hand, the competition from mass-produced textiles and the dilution of 

traditional practices pose significant threats. While offering new avenues for reaching 

consumers, the digital marketplace requires skills and resources that may be beyond the reach 

of many artisans. 

The impact of globalisation underscores the need for strategies that balance market expansion 

with the preservation of authenticity. Digital literacy programs for artisans, combined with 

initiatives that promote the unique value of handblock-printed fabrics in global markets, 

could mitigate some of these challenges. 

The study reveals a complex landscape in which hand block printing in rural India navigates 

the pressures of modernity while striving to preserve its cultural essence. The economic 

viability of this craft is closely intertwined with efforts to sustain cultural heritage and adapt 

to changing market dynamics. As rural marketplaces continue to play a critical role in this 

ecosystem, strategies that enhance market access, ensure fair pricing, and promote global 

recognition are essential. Therefore, the future of handblock printing lies in a concerted effort 

that values this ancient craft's economic and cultural contributions to contemporary society. 

8. CONCLUSION 

This study explored hand block printing across the rural landscapes of Madhya Pradesh, 

Gujarat, and Rajasthan, offering a lens into the interplay between tradition and modernity. 

The findings underscore the enduring significance of hand block printing as a cultural artefact 

and economic mainstay for numerous rural communities. Despite facing the tidal forces of 

globalisation and technological change, handblock printing sustains its vibrancy and 

relevance, adapting innovatively to contemporary market demands while striving to preserve 

the essence of its rich heritage. 

Key findings highlight the economic viability of hand block printing, dependent not only on 

the artisans' skill and creativity but also on the ability of rural marketplaces to evolve as 

dynamic platforms for cultural exchange and commerce. Consumer preferences and market 

demand trends reveal a growing appreciation for traditional crafts, signalling potential 

pathways for sustainable economic development. However, the study also brings to light the 

significant challenges artisans face, from the competition with mass-produced textiles to 

navigating digital marketplaces. 

In confronting these modern economic challenges, the study emphasises the importance of 

supporting traditional crafts through multifaceted strategies. Initiatives to enhance artisans' 

skills, expand market access, and foster digital literacy are crucial. Moreover, policies that 

promote fair trade practices and ensure equitable compensation for artisans can bolster the 

economic foundation of handblock printing. 

Cultural preservation emerges as a parallel objective, with handblock printing as a vibrant 

medium for expressing regional identities and histories. Efforts to document and disseminate 

the knowledge and stories encapsulated in hand-block prints can amplify their cultural value 

within India and globally. 
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The study proposes a collaborative framework involving artisans, communities, governments, 

and international bodies to champion the cause of hand-block printing. This includes 

educational programs to raise awareness of the craft's cultural significance, initiatives to 

integrate hand block printing into contemporary fashion, and platforms to celebrate the craft 

on global stages. 

In conclusion, handblock printing embodies the resilience and adaptability of traditional 

crafts in the face of changing times. Supporting these age-old practices requires a nuanced 

understanding of their economic and cultural dimensions, underpinned by strategies that 

foster sustainable development and cultural preservation. As the world becomes increasingly 

homogenised, preserving and promoting unique crafts like handblock printing becomes vital, 

offering windows into diverse cultures and histories. As delineated by this study, the path 

forward calls for a collective effort to ensure that the legacy of handblock printing continues 

to flourish, enriching the tapestry of global heritage. 
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