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Abstract 

Sustainable Management Practices are about doing business in a way. You have to be 

responsible when you do business. A company needs to make money. Companies are supposed 

to use water and other things we get from nature carefully so we do not waste them. They have 

to think about the people who will be alive after us and make sure they have what they need. 

The Practices are important for our future. Green Supply Chain and Logistics Management is 

about making Green Supply Chain and Logistics Management environment friendly. They try 

to use plastic and packaging carefully. They also try to save fuel when they transport things. 

Companies are using vehicles or vehicles that use less fuel. They plan the delivery routes 

carefully. Warehouses are using energy and they make sure to dispose of waste properly. The 

main goal of Green Supply Chain and Logistics Management is to reduce pollution and protect 

the environment. The Circular Economy and Business Models are about using things again 

and again. They want us to reuse, recycle, and reduce the things we buy. They can take 

products that are broken or do not work anymore and use the parts to make new products. 

Companies should do things that help people and the planet. This is called Corporate Social 

Responsibility or CSR for short. Sustainability Reporting is when companies tell us what they 

are doing to help the environment and people. Companies share information about what they're 

doing for the environment and society. This helps people trust companies, including the people 

who buy things from them and the people who give them money. CSR and Sustainability 

Reporting are important for companies to do. Sustainable Entrepreneurship and Startups are 

businesses that people start to solve problems that affect society and the environment, and they 

also want to make money. Entrepreneurship and Startups work on things like renewable 

energy, managing waste, farming in a natural way, and finding solutions for clean water. The 

main goal of Sustainable Entrepreneurship and Startups is to make a difference by doing things 

in a new way. ESG is important for people who invest money in companies because it helps 

them pick companies that are good and honest. 

Keywords: Sustainable Management Practices, Green Supply Chain, Circular 

Economy, Corporate Social Responsibility, Sustainability Reporting, ESG Frameworks, 

Sustainable Entrepreneurship 

Introduction 

In today’s global business context, companies are operating under the spotlight of 

governments, investors, consumers, and society in general (Agarwal & Rai, 2025). The issues 

of environmental degradation, climate change, resource depletion, and socio-economic 

inequalities have forced companies to rethink their conventional profit-making approaches. 

Today, stakeholders expect companies to conduct their operations in a responsible, ethical, and 

transparent manner, making a positive contribution to sustainable development. 

http://www.ijrt.org/
https://doi.org/10.64882/ijrt.v14.iS1.1009


Conference Proceedings: “Sustainability Through Digital Transformation: Insights from Management, 

Humanities, and Sciences” SDT– Insights 2026, Organized by- The Ashoka Institute of Technology and 

Management, Varanasi (30–31 January 2026) In IJRT ISSN: 2321-7529 

 

 
Special Issue - Vol. 14 No. S1 (2026)                                                                                     www.ijrt.org   
 

270 
 

Sustainable management practices can be defined as the incorporation of environmental, 

social, and governance factors into an organization’s strategies and operations (Hasan et al., 

2025). The goal of sustainable management practices is to ensure long-term value for 

stakeholders while using natural and human resources responsibly. The United Nations’ 

Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Agreement, and the increasing adoption of ESG 

reporting frameworks have increased the importance of sustainability in management 

practices. 

In developing countries such as India, sustainable management is an important factor 

in achieving a balance between economic development and the preservation of the 

environment and social welfare (Rai et al.,2024). Organizations that use sustainability 

strategies are in a better position to deal with risks and improve their competitiveness. The 

purpose of this paper is to discuss the key aspects of sustainable management practices. 

Objectives of the Study 

• To comprehend the notion and significance of sustainable management practices 

• To analyse the essential elements of sustainable management 

• To analyse benefits and challenges associated with sustainability implementation 

• To determine the future course for sustainable management 

Research Methodology 

The research work relies on the secondary data gathered from books, journals, 

conference proceedings, government publications, and reports of international organizations. 

The approach used in this research work is conceptual and analytical, and it aims to synthesize 

the existing literature on sustainable management practices. 

Conceptual Framework of Sustainable Management 

Sustainable management is based on the principle of sustainable development, which 

is described by the Brundtland Commission as “development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The 

basis of sustainable management is the Triple Bottom Line (TBL) concept, which focuses on 

economic, environmental, and social sustainability. 

Economic sustainability: It deals with long-term profitability, financial viability, and 

resource effectiveness. Environmental sustainability: It highlights the conservation of natural 

resources, minimizing pollution, and protecting the environment. Social sustainability: It deals 

with employee well-being, human rights, community development, and social equity. A good 

sustainable management practice needs an appropriate mix of all three. 

The organizations practicing sustainable management ensure that their vision, mission, 

and goals are aligned with the principles of sustainability. This has implications for the 

management functions, such as planning, organizing, staffing, directing, and controlling. 

Engaging with stakeholders, being ethical, being transparent, and constantly evaluating 

performance are essential in sustainable management. 

Green Supply Chain & Logistics Management 

Green supply chain and logistics management (GSCM) refers to the integration of 

environmental factors into every stage of the supply chain, from the procurement of raw 
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materials to consumption and disposal. The main goal of GSCM is to reduce environmental 

effects while remaining efficient and competitive. 

Best practices include eco-sourcing, use of recyclable and renewable materials, energy- 

efficient manufacturing processes, sustainable packaging, green transportation, and logistics 

network optimization. Reverse logistics is also an important aspect of managing returns, 

recycling, remanufacturing, and disposing of waste. 

The advantages of green supply chain management are multi-dimensional. On the 

environmental front, carbon emissions, waste, and resource depletion are reduced. On the 

economic front, there are cost savings due to efficient use of resources and reduced energy use. 

On the social front, there is ethical procurement and improved labor practices. But on the other 

hand, there are challenges like high investment costs, a lack of awareness among suppliers, 

technological limitations, and infrastructure issues. 

Circular Economy & Sustainable Business Model 

The circular economy is an evolution from the conventional linear economy, which 

follows the ‘take-make-dispose’ approach, to a regenerative system that focuses on ‘re-use, 

recycle, remanufacture, and recover.’ The aim is to extend the life of products and materials 

for as long as possible while reducing waste. 

Examples of circular business models include product-as-a-service, sharing economy 

platforms, refurbishment systems, and closed-loop production processes. These models 

promote innovation, minimize reliance on primary materials, and open up new streams 

of revenue. The adoption of circular economy principles improves the resilience of 

organizations by mitigating risks associated with material scarcity and price volatility. 

From a management perspective, the transition to circular economy business models 

involves product innovation, the creation of new value, and collaboration between industries. 

Although there are initial challenges, the long-term economic and environmental advantages 

make the circular economy an essential part of sustainable management. 

Corporate Social Responsibility & Sustainability Reporting 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is defined as the organization’s commitment to 

act in an ethical manner while contributing to economic development and improving the 

quality of life of employees, communities, and society. CSR has transformed from 

philanthropy to a strategic management function. 

Examples of CSR activities include employee welfare activities, community 

development activities, environmental conservation activities, and ethical governance. 

Sustainability reporting allows organizations to report their social, environmental, and 

economic performance to stakeholders. This can be done using the Global Reporting Initiative 

(GRI), Integrated Reporting, or alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Good CSR reporting and sustainability reporting can help build stakeholder trust and 

improve corporate reputation. 

Sustainable Entrepreneurship & ESG Framework 

Sustainable entrepreneurship is all about building businesses that solve environmental 

and social problems while creating economic value. Entrepreneurs and startups are important 
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for encouraging renewable energy, green innovation, eco-friendly products, and inclusive 

business models. 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) frameworks are standardized criteria 

used to measure the performance of an organization beyond financial performance. ESG 

integration enhances the quality of governance, risk management, and long-term value 

creation. Investors are increasingly using ESG factors to measure the sustainability 

performance of corporations. 

Challenges & Future Directions 

Although there is increasing awareness, there are still challenges such as financial 

limitations, lack of expertise, resistance to change, and poor enforcement of regulations. Small 

and medium enterprises are also limited by financial constraints. 

The future trends include enhanced sustainability laws, digital technology for 

sustainability metrics, AI-driven decision-making, and collaboration among stakeholders. 

These trends will influence the future of sustainable management practices. 

Conclusion 

Sustainable management practices are critical for ensuring long-term success and well-

being. Green supply chain management, circular economy strategies, CSR activities, 

sustainable entrepreneurship, and ESG approaches can be combined to ensure that economic 

development is aligned with social and environmental responsibilities. Sustainable 

management practices should be considered a strategic investment that can improve resilience, 

competitiveness, and alignment with global sustainability agendas. 
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